The Book of Elevations

Ranking in our system is set up in a series of degrees, also known as “Circles”. The three degrees represent your dedication to Druidry and your general knowledge of our tradition in conjunction with personal and spiritual development. Additional circles may be added as supervisory positions to help govern the Order should the need arise. These shall be elected or appointed by the Council of Elders. 

These first three circles are intended to bring each member of the Order to a basic level of understanding, knowledge & proficiency in our tradition. It is essential to understand that you are not being judged or compared to others with these rankings. We must each walk our own path and are accountable only to ourselves on a spiritual level. Accumulation of rank is not to be looked up on as a degree of power but of a degree of dedication to your spiritual path and The Order.  

Upon entering each Circle, members will be awarded with a colored cord to be worn around the waist during formal ceremony. Each colored cord represents an element (Earth, Sea, Sky) in Druidry. Upon entering the 3rd circle of initiation the member will have three chords, one of green, one of blue and one of yellow.

General Requirements of all members of The Order:

· Learn the Liturgy and be able to recite it from memory efficiently

· Attend Classes and meetings regularly

· Be respectful of one another as Brothers and Sisters of the Order and treat one another as family of one blood drawn from the same crucible.

Dedicant

Dedicants to The Order must be dedicants for a year and a day to give them ample time to experience the culture of The Order and acquaint themselves with our perspectives & customs. This is not only an evaluation period for the dedicant to decide whether they want to formally become inducted into The Order but also an evaluation period for the members of The Order to evaluate the person. A dedicant may be dismissed at any time by an Elder for any non-discriminatory reason. Your primary focus of study is to orientate yourself to the basics of the pagan community and decide if The Order is right for you.

Responsibilities and Requirements:

· Learn the Liturgy

· Complete Dedicant Required Reading in The Book of Learning

· Must be sponsored by someone who is at least a Second Circle elevation. The sponsor must be able to willingly vouch for the person’s character and personal qualities and testify that they believe the person will benefit from the group and fit well into the Order.

· Pass the Dedicant test to be elevated to First Circle

First Circle – Initiate

The First Circle is the end of your evaluation period and begins your official membership into The Order. You will begin studying the Celtic history and the basics of mythology. You will also begin study into what druidry was and what it is today and how that compares with other faiths.

Responsibilities & Requirements:

· Learn all Liturgy from the Book of Liturgy. Perform this liturgy at least once for your presiding Elder.

· Teach 2 classes to your grove. Each class must be at least 2 hours in length.

· Complete the Comparitive Mythology video lectures and pass the associated tests listed in The Book of Learning.

· Pass the First Circle Test before being elevated to Second Circle

Second Circle – Druid

In the Second Circle you will begin an intensive study into what is uniquely druidic and what separates druidry from other pagan paths. By this point you should be well-versed in the basics of druidic liturgy and will begin to learn the duties required of an Elder. 

Responsibilities:

· Assist in the Elder Druid of the Grove with matters of running the grove or in Ritual. .

· Learn all Liturgy from the Book of Fire

· Teach at least 2 classes to the public with at least three non-Order members in attendance. Each class must be at least 2 hours in length.

· Pass the Second Circle test to be elevated to Third Circle

Third Circle – Elder Druid

At this point you have learned enough to be able to teach others about The Order and should be comfortable enough to start your own Grove should you wish. You should have a firm grasp on the basics of ritual and on the philosophy of the order and be able to articulate that to others. Your primary focus of study is now shifted to group dynamics and governing groups and arbitration and negotiation. You are also expected to participate in the Council of Elders to help govern and guide The Order.

Responsibilities & Requirements: 

· You may establish or govern a grove of your own

· Lead Rituals on Sabats & Holidays

· Arbitrate disputes or problems within your grove, striving to keep politics to a minimum

· Attend the business of the Council of Elders

· Carry out instructions of the Head of the Order & the Council

· Pass the Third Circle Test

· Participate in the Council of Elders

· Book of Fire rituals are reserved for 3rd level ordained priests only

Arch-Druid – Head of the Order

The Arch-Druid is the leader of The Order. This position is not focused on having the most power over The Order, though it does carry great weight in The Council. Instead, the Head of the Order is a centralized leader that can help guide the OPD where it needs to go and how it needs to evolve. Refer to The Book of the Law for more information. 

Responsibilities & Requirements:

· Guide and manage the affairs of the Order in conjunction with the Council of Elders

· Arbitrate disputes among Elders

· Enforce disciplinary measures for the membership of The Order

Rules for Rank and Advancement:

1. Dedicant, First and Second Circle ranks must remain in each rank at least a year and a day.

2. An Elder may grant a first and second circle elevation given that all requirements of that level are met. 

3. Third circle elevations may only be given by the Head of the Order. 

4. The Head of the Order may also over-ride any requirements for the circles and grant rank elevation or remove rank at their discretion so long as the decision is non-discriminatory.

5. Thou shalt be at least 18 years of age to be taken as a member or dedicant of The Order of your own accord. Should thou have notarized parental consent you may dedicate at age 16 providing you have the sponsorship of at least 3 Elders. You may not exceed First Circle until you are 18 years of age.

