The Book of Learning

The Book of Learning is a collection of required lessons to progress through the Circles of the OPD. 

Tests and Testing:

Some tests are provided ahead of time but no tests allow for study notes at the time of the exam. Any attempt at cheating is immediate grounds for disciplinary action.

Required Reading

Titles marked ** are suggested, not required. All other titles listed are required reading.

All members must turn in a 1 page typed single spaced written report for each book read to their presiding Elder. This report should focus on what they learned from the book, how it changed their perspective, if it did.

** The Druids: Celtic Priests of Nature
by Jean Markale, Jon Graham (Translator)

ISBN: 0892817038

** The Druids (Ancient Peoples and Places Series)
by Stuart Piggott
ISBN: 0500273634

** Celtic Heritage: Ancient Tradition in Ireland and Wales
by Alwyn Rees, Brinley Rees (Contributor)

ASIN: 0500270392

** The Mist-Filled Path: Celtic Wisdom for Exiles, Wanderers, and Seekers
by Frank Henderson Maceowen, Tom Cowan
ISBN: 1577312112

Required Reading for Dedicant

Druids
by Morgan Llywelyn
ISBN: 0804108447
** Inside a Witches' Coven (Llewellyn's Modern Witchcraft Series)
by Edain McCoy
ISBN: 1567186661 

Required Reading for First Circle

The Hero with a Thousand Faces (Mythos Books)
by Joseph Campbell
ISBN: 0691017840
** The Tain: Translated from the Irish Epic Tain Bo Cuailnge
by Thomas Kinsella (Translator), Louis Le Brocquy (Illustrator)

ISBN: 0192803735

The Celts 
Author: Gerhard Herm 
ISBN: 1-56619-218-8

Required Reading for Second Circle

** Dune
by Frank Herbert
ISBN: 0441172717
Druid Magic: 
The Practice of Celtic Wisdom 
Author: Maya Bagee Sutton & Nicholas Mann
ISBN: 1-56718-481-2

A Druid’s Herbal for the Sacred Earth Year
Author: Ellen Evert Hopeman
ISBN: 0-89281-501-9

Required Reading for Third Circle

** Covencraft: Witchcraft for Three or More
by Amber K
ISBN: 1567180183

Comparative Mythology Lessons

Joseph Campbell – Mythos video lectures tests

Video Lecture 1 Test:

What are the 4 functions of Mythology?

Describe elementary and folk ideas.

Draw Carl Young’s archetypes of  the unconscious  and describe each element thereof. 

Compare the Right Hand Path to the Left Hand Path.

What is the concept of “your own bliss”?

Compare the phases/cycles of the moon with the timeline of the human individual’s life.

Are you the vehicle of the consciousness or are you the consciousness? Why?

Describe the significance of the letter of chief Seattle in relation to the concepts of the Beliefs of Druidry. 

Give two examples of twin hero motifs (warrior + mystic) in mythological stories and justify each example with how the characters fit the motif. 

What is the effect of a mythology that you cannot personally relate to in your every day life. 

Video Lecture 2 Test:

What is the Basic Imagery of Myth?

When does societal / sociological imprinting begin?

What is the traditional role of both women and men in accordance with the natural order of male/female roles?

How has nature prepared men & women for these basic roles?

How does modern day human society differ from this? Is this a good or bad thing?

At what stage in the evolutionary process does evidence of mythological thinking appear and what evidence supports this?

How do hunting societies view the pretty being hunted? How does this differ from our society and what impact does it have on our individual lives?

What order of evolutionary man first created cave paintings and created the first known goddess figures?

What were the dominant physical features of the first goddess statues and what is the accepted theory on why these specific features are emphasized?

What were ritual caves thought to be used for?

What is the significance of the Sorcerer of Les Trois Freres cave painting ?

What is the relation between early society “pointing sticks”, shamen and “magick”?

Why do mythological mystery initiations have to be secret?

Video Test #3

What class of people invented writing, math and astrology?

What is the significance of Sargon of 2350BC and his story?

What is the significance of Hamarabi of 1700BC and his connection with other mythologies?

What shift in deity worship occurs with the development of organized professions and cities?

What does the Spynx represent?

In Egyptian mythology what is the gender of the sky and the Earth and how does this differ from modern neopagan mythology?

What is the significance of the conception of Osiris and how does this connect to Greek mythology?

What is the significance of the fire used by Isis in a ritual spell?

What is the dead body of Osiris associated with?

 What does the eye of Horus represent?

How many sons does Horus have and what do they represent?

What is the meaning of Horus eating the gods?

What is the symbolism of the Egyptian weighing of the heart against a feather as a form of afterlife judgment?

What is the significance of the city of Amarna and it’s form of spirituality?

What is the theoretical purpose of the 3 boxes that contain an Egyptian sarcophagus?

What is the significance of the 5 sheaths and what they represent?

What is the significance of the Jewish faith and group mentality. How does this relate to the eastern world concept of the individual?

What is the difference between Jewish spirituality and their concept of deity and the concept of deity in the city of Amarana? How does this relate to the concept of the one god of 1000 faces?

Video Test #4 – Disk II  Part I

What is the mythological symbolism of the torch in Greek mythology?

What is the spiritual significance of the city of Eleusis in Greek mythology?

What connection does a mind altering drug have with initiation ceremonies in mystic mythologies?

How do plants in agricultural societies relate to prey in hunting cultures? What mundane and mystical functions do they serve?

What is the mythological significance of fishing?

What is the spiritual significance of a pine cone?

How do Baccus, Dionysis and wine relate to the catholic ritual of communion with drinking the transubstantiated wine?

What does ego, fear and desire have to do with spiritual growth?

How do the 3 graces of classic mythology compare to the concept of the Christian trinity?

How does a religion lose it’s mystery and potency?

Joseph Campbell and the Power of Myth
Dune Movie or Book (book recommended)
How does the Fremen society and the ways that Muadib teaches them compare to the Beliefs of the OPD and druidry in general?

How does the Fremen outlook existing at one with nature compare with the same concept of Druidry?

How does mythology, a priesthood and faith in a mystery or something larger than yourself exhibited in this story compare with what you have learned about the functions of a mythology from the study of comparative mythology?

How does the story of Paul Moadib compare with The Hero’s Journey?

Misc Test Questions

Write a short ritual/spell for each of the following conditions:

· Attracting Love

· Banishing a Negative Entity

· Bringing Rain, Snow, or a Good Harvest (pick one)
